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Season of Greation 2026

Living Water, Shiming Light
Lod of every new beginning,
Be beside us gs we start
Fill our days with hope and kindness,
Fill with love each mind and heart

Like the water in the river,
Howing strongly on its way,
May our wards bring life to others
In the things we do and say.
When a friend is sad or lonely,
Help us notice, help us care.

When somebody needs encouragement
May we choose to stop and share.
When the work we do seems difficult
live us courage to begin
[Bach us that through trying, learming,
We discover strength within




When somebody needs encouragement
May we choose to stop and share.
When the work we do seems difficult
bive us courage to begin
[each us that through trying, learning
We discaver strength within,

[hank you for the gift of water,
for the rivers, rain and ses,
far the earth and all its creatures,
for the life surrounding me.
[each us fiow to guard creation,
Not to waste the gifts we share,
[0 remember that our common fome
Needs our love and needs our care.




Jesus, you fiave called us into light
Not to fide, but brightly shine
Lvery child hias gifts to offer,
Lvery life reflects the Divine.

8o bless our school and all within it

Bless each classroom, book and chair,
Bless our leariing and our friendships,

Bless the kindness growing there.
Like living water may love fow through us
Like little lights, may goodness shine.
And through the year that lies before us,
Keep our hands, our hearts in thine.

Amen




THE MIDLANDS PARK HOTEL, FI]HTLAI]ISE

SATURDAY 5t SEPTEMBER 2026

Dinner and Award Ceremony To celebrate our
P Guest of Honour ana our Unsung Heroes

*”"H‘\,. - EILEENDUNNE  Entertainment by g ‘

\ = NOEL BURKE

. TOM DUFFY » NOEL FITZPATRICK BAND
» ABBEYLEIX HOUSE * DAMIEN BOWE
EILEEN DUMNE AND FARM « THE MATRIMONY BAND

i MEST OF sinieh
DOORS DPEN & 6.30PW
DINMER SERVED @ 7. 30PW (SHbRFT

057 867 8588 or LovelyLaoisHomecoming.ie AALSERVED SEATH

& For further information contact The Midlands Park Hotel;
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Liaison Person:

Ms. Ailish Higgins is now on Maternity Leave

Maternity Cover for Diocesan DLP., Ailish Higgins,

is being provided on a part-time basis by Michelle Hughes,

our current deputy DLP.
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Dear friends, | am writing this Pastoral Letter in response to the new
reality that now faces us in Kildare and Leighlin Diocese. The decline in
the number of priests, as some are recalled by their own orders or
returned to their own dioceses, continues to present significant chal-
lenges. | am also very conscious of the age profile of our priests,
many of them serving parishes, long beyond the acceptable retire-
ment age in the secular world. While we continue to earnestly pray for

vocations to the priesthood, we also must deal with these
stark realities.

| acknowledge and appreciate that when a priest is moving on from a
parish it can be difficult, both for the priest himself, and for parish-
ioners with whom a relationship has been built. Following the recent
announcement of diocesan changes, | want to once again thank all
those priests involved in the changes this year for the great contribu-
tion they have made to their parishes and to their previous appoint-
ments - a contribution that is deeply appreciated by all

Change is never easy, particularly when it involves those close to us
or impacts our own lives in a very real way. This is very acute in the
parish setting. Dur diocese has ab parishes and II7 churches who find
their home now within || Pastoral Areas. This year's diocesan changes
will require adjustments, greater cooperation and a willingness to do




Page Z

The shortage of priests inevitably sharpens the focus on parish
schedules and workloads. This will necessitate a deeper ook at the
sacramental activities in each parish, the Mass times, particularly

where Mass times clash, optimum locations, the different chaplaincies
(schools, hospitals, nursing homes etc) and how services can be de-
livered more efficiently by working more closely together. With any

discussion on the number of Masses, there is also the fear of a

reduction in income, so | thank you for your generosity and ask you to

continue to find ways to support your parish. All this will have obvious

implications for the individual parishes within each Area and | urge all

priests and people to engage wholeheartedly in this process in which
these difficult decisions are discerned and acted upon.

| am aware that our priests carry an enormous burden of
responsibility and are expected to be available 24/7 to cope with all
kinds of situations, meet all kinds of challenges and attend so many
gatherings and functions beyond their normal sacramental duties -
more than that could be too great a challenge. | ask parishioners not
to make unreasonable demands or to have unrealistic expectations

of their priest. The pastoral needs of parishes are centred a

round the sacraments and the Eucharist,
and these must be the top priority of every priest.
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| have ordained |b permanent deacons and we have Za lay pastoral
ministry students, who are about to begin Year Il of their two-year
Diploma. Both are and will be tremendous assets to parishes. Lay
involvement, with the support of priests and deacons, is one way in
which we can continue to nourish the faith of all and sustain our
parishes as vibrant faith-filled Gospel communities. Lay-led prayer
services, funeral and baptism ministries, sacramental preparations
and volunteerism around the liturgical life of the church are essential.
Supporting each other in these tasks is double edged - priests/
deacons need to allow and encourage lay involvement in an even
greater way than is happening right now and lay people need to step
up into greater roles.

| believe we must now pause and step back while thinking about more
available and sustainable solutions, praying that the Holy Spirit will
help us understand ' What is bod saying to the diocese of Kildare and
Leightin at this time?
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The synodal journey our Church has embarked on in recent years,
reminds us that the most important sacrament is baptism - our
baptism. It is out of a deeper and richer understanding of what our
baptism means that we all begin to find our place in the Church today.

What we are experiencing in Kildare @ Leighlin is no different to any
other diocese in |reland. However, we must never forget the Church
belongs to Christ whom we serve and, as ot. Oscar Romero reminded
us, " we may never see the end results, but that is the difference be-
tween the master builder and the worker. We are workers, not master
builders; ministers, not messiahis. We are prophets of a future not our
owrr . | see this as a time that is certainly challenging but is also hope
-filled. There will always be changes in life, but there are realities
which do not change and that is our faith in God " who can do immeas-
urably mare than we can ever ask or imaging (Eph.3:20).

T Denis Nulty

20 August 2026
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Season of Greation 2026

Runs from I* Sept. to 4™ Oct. (Feast of St, Frances) This
year's theme “Living Water," inspired by Ezekiel 47:3-12.
Fach year from I* Sept.to 4" Oct. the Christian family unites
tor this world wide celebration of prayer and action to

protect our common home.

SEE Www.Seasonofcreation.org

to access all the materials and to link to a live worldwide

online opening prayer at 2.00 pm Irish time

on Tues. I¥' Sept.




Volunteer Drivers
at volunteer@irishcancer.ie

We at the Irish Cancer Society is seeking compassionate
volunteer drivers to join our pool of drivers. As a volunteer
driver you would be bringing patients undergoing chemo-
therapy to the hospital and back home for their treat-
ment. bifting your time means that cancer patients will
have comfortable (one on one) transport to attend
appointments for their litesaving treatment. If you can
spare Z days per month, have a valid driving licence, and
a safe, reliable vehicle, you are the perfect candidate to
make a significant difference. The Irish Cancer Society
provides training before starting as a driver for us. Your
generasity not only eases the journey for many during a
challenging time but also offers comfort and support when
it's needed most. The feedback we receive from patients
that have relied on the Transport Service in the past is
heart-warming and underlines the need of its existence. We
would be extremely grateful for your support, as it will help
us to continue supporting those who are impacted by can-
cer. For more information and to become a volunteer driv-

er, contact Monica or Emily at volunteer@irishcancer.ie




WALR THE CROSS

eptember 2026
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Utticial Blessing of
Our New Astro Turf Pitch

Bishop Denis will lead us in Opening of New School Year
Mass at llam on Tues. 15" Sept. (In Ballyfin Church)
As well as praying for a happy and successful 2026/27
school year, we will also pray during the Mass for all who

supported the school's AstroTurt project.

The completion of the AstroTurf pitch in March 2026 was a
huge achievement for the whole school community, and we

are very grateful to all who helped make it a reality.
After Mass (weather permitting) Bishop Denis will bless the

Astrolurf pitch and then light refreshments will be provided
in the School hall.
Everyone in the community, whether you have a direct
connection to the school or not, is more than welcome to
join us for Mass and in the School hall

for light refreshments, afterwards.




Season of Greation 2026

Runs from I** Sept. to 4™ Oct. (Feast of St.
Frances) This year's theme “Living Water,”
inspired by Ezekiel 47:3-12.

Fach year fram I** Sept.to 4" Oct. the Christian
tamily unites for this world wide celebration of
prayer and action to protect our comman

home.

SEE Www.Seasanofcreation.org

to access all materials




Bishop Denis’ Kildare and Leighlin Diocesan Appointments

Fr. Tom Dooley, PP Portarlington and Emo to retire.

Fr. Yanbo Chen, SVD CC, The Cathedral Parish, recalled by the SVD Order.
Fr. Theodore Tomasik, SVD CC, The Cathedral Parish, recalled by the SVD Order.
Fr. Erik Ebat, SVD CC, Portlanise, recalled by the SVD Order.

Fr. Eugen Dragas Tamas, CC, Portarlington @ Emao
Returning to lasi Diocese in Romania.

Fr. Ciprian Matei, C C, Portlaoise returning to Bucharest Archdiocese in Romania.
Fr. Joe O'Neill, PP, Kill to take sabbatical leave.
Fr. David Vard P P Stradbally taking personal leave of absence with my full suppart.
Fr. Pat Hughes, P P, Myshall and Clonegal, to become PP, Portarlington and Emo.

Fr. Andy Leahy, C C, Myshall and Clonegal, to become PP Myshall & Clonegal while
continuing to reside in St. Patrick’s Missionary Society, Kiltegan.

Fr. Yohan Fernando, C C, Naas, Sallins and Two-Mile-House, to become Adm., Kill
while remaining part of the team in Naas, dallins and Two-Mile-House Pastoral Area.

Fr. Piotr Jakubiak, Polish Chaplain, to become C C in the Portarlington Mountmellick
Pastoral Area, while continuing to support the Polish community.

Fr. Petru Medves, O C, Abbeyleix, Ballinakill & Raheen, to become also CC, Portlanise.
The three curates in Portlaoise (Fr. Adriano de Oliveira, Fr. Simon Jin and Fr. Petru
Medves) will assist in ministry in the wider Pastoral Area.

As previously announced (which came into effect on I** August):
Fr. Sean Maher, P P Balyna, appointed to staff of the St. Patrick's College Maynooth.
Fr. Brian Kavanagh, C.C. Allen & AP Newbridge, to become P P, Balyna.




Recovery Lollege Southeast

You are invited to join us in our new Recovery Education Pro-
gramme for Autumn/Winter 2026. All our courses and work-
shops are co-produced and co-delivered by those who have lived
experience in partnership with professional expertise, “#e ex-
pert by experience warking alongside the expert by profes-
sion”. Gourses and workshops at the Recovery College South
East are for everyone and are free. For more detailed infor-

mation on the workshops go to the Workshop Section of our

Website -

www.recoverycollegesoutheast.com




[hank you

for your continued and generous support of

Mountrath and Ballyfin Farish Weekly Lotto

and Mountrath and Ballyfin Farish Lollections.

Your tindness and your generous support

/s always much appreciated




National Synodal Pathway Update

Preparations are continuing for the National Syn-

ndal Assembly, which will take place in Ucto-
ber. Working groups from across the country are
reflecting on the key priorities identified through
the synodal process and helping to shape the next

stage of the Church's journey in [reland.

To learn more and view the latest video update

trom Fr. Declan Hurley, Chairperson of the Nation-

al Synodal Pathway, and Patricia Carroll, member

of the National Synodal Pathway and Pastoral Co-

ordinator for the Archdiocese of Dublin, please

visit https://theway.ie/the-irish-synodal-pathway

-progress-and-purpose/




Irish aynodal Pathway

The 7 Priorities Proposed

Belonging:  Fostering a Church of welcome, inclusion, and safety
where each person finds a home in community and in Christ.
Coresponsibility and Lay Ministry: Empowering
all the baptised, women and men alike, to share responsibility for lead
ership and mission throughnew models of ministry and decision-
making.

Family: Supporting the domestic Church as the prima-
ry place of faith transmission and belonging, and strengthening its
connection with parishes and schools

Formation and Catechesis: Deepen-
ing faith through lifelong formation that is Christ centred, experien-

tial, and equips the baptised fordiscipleship in today's world.

Healing: Acknowledging wounds, especially those
caused by abuse; committing to accountability, jus-
tice, and reconciliation; and ensuring safe spaces
tor survivors and all who carry pain.

Women: Recognis-
ing and including women's gifts, leadership, and coresponsibility at
every level of Church life, as a matter of justice and credibility.

Youth:  Engaging young people with authenticity offering our
youth meaningful roles in leadership and mis-
sion, and listening to their hopes and challenges.




€ \WALK THE CROSS

September 2026

Beginning at 5t Briged's Church, Kildare
Day 1 Holy Mass at 3:30am, followed by the walk 1o Haas

Day 3 Eucharistic Procession from Saint Agatha’s (9 Croke Park
ending with Holy Mass, Benediction & talk from Father Mark Goring

& www.walkthecross.ie




New Defibrillator at Ballyfin Uld School

Official Name of Device - Automated External Defibrillator (AED)

(An AED is a portable device and can be used by anyone to help someone ex-

periencing cardiac arrest)

A new state of the art defibrillator and cabinet have been installed at Ballyfin
Uld Schoaol. This Unit has been installed for the protection of patrons of Bal-
lyfin 0ld School and Ballyfin Community Centre / Ballyfin Parish Hall.

A note about the Defibrillator.

The Cabinet containing the defibrillator is not locked and is available to use,

instantly, at any time. When the cabinet door is opened an alarm sounds.

| would like if a number of local people would engage in a training / famil-
iarization programme in the safe use of the Defibrillator. If a number of peo-

ple come forward, | will organize suitable training -

To ensure that the defibrillator is always in working order and fit for pur-
pose, it needs to be checked out on a reqular basis. | would like if a kind local
person would commit to looking after the unit on behalf of the Parish. | very

much appreciate your help and co-operation.

Please contact me if you are interested in becoming

involved in this project.




Thank You

[hank you for your continued and generous

support of Mountrath Farish Weekly Lotto
and Mountrath Parish Lollections.
And
Hallytin Farish Weekly Lotto
and Ballytin Farish Lollections,

Your tind and generous support /s

much appreciated




A Note of Thanks

Toeveryone involved in Ballyfin Parish Lotto,
Urganising Committee, Promoters,
Shops and others who facilitate the sale of Lotto Tickets
and most importantly,
you, who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.

| extend a very sincere

“Thank You”

for your continued loyal support and generousity.

fr. Joe Brophy P P




A Note of Thanks

To everyone involved in Mountrath Parish Lotto,
Urganising Committee, Promoters,
Shops and others who facilitate the sale of Lotto Tickets
and most importantly,
you, who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.

| extend a very sincere

“Thank You”

for your continued loyal support and generousity.

fr. Joe Brophy P P




lne day of prayer in honour

of 8t Larilo Acutis:
Sun. bth, Sept, Bus departs:

Monasterevin, Kildare

Newbridge, Naas, Sallins, Llane, Kilcock
Maynooth, M3 Parkway,

[0 book your place
[elephone / [ext Deirdre 57 7467354

Email- deirdregleesoni@medwise.ie




Parishes Alive - Becoming Synodal:

Bishop Denis and the Diocesan Pastoral Council invite you to

the 8" Annual Parishes Alive Day on Sat. June 20th from Dam to

4pm in Carlow College, St. Patrick's. The day will be facilitated by

Dr Oonagh O'Brien, CED of Mount St Anne's Retreat and Conference

Gentre and Janet Forbes the Youth Director in the Archdiocese of
Armagh and a Member of the National Synodal Team. Much of the day
will be interactive and workshop based. Lunch and refreshments pro-

vided. There is no charge to attend or for the hospitality.

Because these are “roundtable” sessions, numbers are limited so

earlybooking is advised.

To book or for further information email Pat Roche, Diocesan Director

of Parish Development, on parishdevelopment@kandle.ie

or phone (office hours) 083-830 abal.




daftequarding Ghildren Parish Reps

Ballyfin Triona 0'Rourke and Peter Byrne

Mountrath Caroline Moore  Pacelli Walsh
Deputy Diocesan Liaison

Michelle Hughes c/o Bishop's House.

Dublin Rd,, Carlow  Ph: 083 802 1633

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person:
Ms. Ailish Higgins is now on Maternity Leave

We extend our best wishes to Ailish and her partner
at this special time

dafequarding Message

Maternity Cover for Diocesan DLP., Ailish Higgins, is being
provided on a part-time basis by Michelle Hughes,

our current deputy DLP.







To care for those
who once cared for us
1s one of the highest

honors 1n life.
— Tia Walker
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daftequarding Children Parish Reps
Ballyfin Triona U'Rourke and Peter Byrne

Mountrath Caroline Moore  Pacelli Walsh

Deputy Diocesan Liaison

Michelle Hughes ©/0 Bishap's House,
Dublin Rd,, Carlow  Ph: 082 802 [633

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person:

Ms. Ailish Higgins is now on Maternity Leave
Maternity Cover for Diocesan DLP., Ailish Higgins.
is being provided on a part-time basis by Michelle Hughes,

our current deputy DLP.
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Anniversary

Masses

Mountrath Ballyfin

Farishes







Anniversary Masses
Mountrath Gallytin Farishes

dat. ath dept.
i
sun. 13th dept.

Lord, for your faithful people,
Lite is Changed, not ended




Ballyfin Anniversaries
Anniversary and Mass Times

Mass Times - Anniversaries

dat. ath dept. to Sun. 13th dept.

Fri.. 4" Sept. 5.00 pm Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

Sat. 5" Sept. 8.00 pm

Sun. 6™ Sept. 10.00 am
Mon. 7" Sept. 7.00 pm  Apostolate of Sanctification

Fri. 11" Sept. 5.00 pm  Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
Sat. 12" Sept. 8.00 pm

Joseph, Ellen and Ruairi Culleton, Clonagown.

Sun. 13" Sept. 10.00 am 24™ Sun. Ord. Time
Mon. 14" Sept.. 7.00 pm  Apostolate of Sanctification




Mountrath Anniversaries

Mass Times  Anniversaries

dat. ath to Sun. [3th Sept.

Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated

Sat. 5" Sept. 7.00 pm  Vigil Mass 23™ Sunday in Ord. Time
Sun. B Sept. .00 am  The Hollow Ch.

130am 23 Sun. In ord. Time
Tues. 8™ Sept 10.00 am

Wed. 9" Sept. 10.00 am
Thur 10™ Sept.0.00 am

Fri. 11" Sept. 10.00 am  Altar List of the Dead.
Sat. 12" Sept.. 7.00 pm  Mary Phelan, Shannon Rd., ' Anniv.

Sun. 3" sept. .00 am  The Hollow Church

William and Mary Seale, Clonadacasey.

Jim, Molly and Michael Seale, Clonadacasey.
11.30 am Aidan Sinnatt, Lr. Sconce 2™ Anniv.




Mountrath Anniversaries

Mass Times  Anniversaries

Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated

Additional Anniv.
Mass Remembrance

Sat. ath Sept. 7.00 pm
Elizabeth (Lily) Russell
Clonad and formerly St Patrick's ot.
ath Anniv. on Tues. dth Sept.

I Anniv. Mass Remembrance

Sat. 19" Sept. 7.00 pm

Thomas Doheny, Fr. 0'Connor Crescent.




Ministries Nota

Sat. 12th ,

dun. 13th dept..




Ballytin Parish

Ministries Rota dat. [2th - Sun. [3th Sept.

Reader  Ministers of Holy Comm

sat. 8.00 pm  Gerard Rowney Denis Bowe
sun. 10.00 am  Maria Dowling Br. Gerry Reburn

Collectors for September
Sat. Machael Carroll

Adrian Greene

sun. Ghris Phelan




Mountrath Parish

Ministries Rota

Readers
Sat. Sun.

Ministers of Holy Communion

Sat. 7.00 pm
Sun. 11.30 am

Collectors During Sept.

Sat.

Sun.




Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month's Mind Mass

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting
the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the
priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then. However,

since Covid this practice has changed.

Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month's Mind Masses are,
more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, whatsapp, by phone,

among many other ways. Which is great.

On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. - Some-
times emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and are not
seen straight away. The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp. messages.
This can cause a problem when | have no knowledge of these emails / messages com-

ing in and are sometimes not detected at the time.

Lian | ask you -

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other
than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or arrange-
ments for a Month's Mind Mass and don't hear from me or don't see the relevant

name / names in the Newsletter,

please give me a call on 087 241 1534




If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank sccount
to Parish funds

Here are our Bank Account details

Ballyfin Parish - (A.LB. Portlaoise Branch)

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.

Name of Account - Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council

IBAN - [E44 AIBK 3332 7300 203030
BIC. - AIBKIEZD

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details

(Bank of Ireland) (Portlanise Branch)
Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account -
Account number - 7274 72300
IBAN - [E33 BOFI 3018 2372 7472 a0 -
BIC. - BOFIIEZD

It contributing to Parish directly through our bank account please include

your own name as the reference.




Parish Newsletters.

There are three Parish Newsletters prepared
and published each week -

7 - A4 Print editions for Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes -
available at all our Masses and online (in PDF format)
and | online Newsletter, uploaded to our Parish App.

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes
and to our parish Website, www.mountrathparish.ie
and available to view from early Saturday morning.
All items for Newsletters are always most welcome
Letter, email or WhatsApp

Email address for Newsletters - jmbrophyZEgmail.com

As Newsletters qo to print at 2.00 pm Thursdays, the Deadline
tor items for Parish Newsletters is 12.00 (midday) Thursday




Ways of Supporting Mountrath Parish:

Weekly Envelopes
Contributing to the Offertory Collection during Mass
supporting Ballyfin Parish Lotto
Standing Order or Transfer directly to Parish Account

Direct payment - Cash / Cheque
It contributing by cheque please make cheques payable
to "Ballyfin Parish”
Please indicate - Parish Fund

or Clergy Fund (for support of the priests of the Parish)

Cheques can be posted to - Parish Office, Parochial House, Ballyfin,

Portlanise, Co. Laois.

or deposited in the wall safe at back of Church

Online Facility See Diocesan Website - www.kandle.ie




Ways of Supporting Ballytin Parish:

Weekly Envelopes

Contributing to the Offertory Collection during Mass

Standing [0

supporting Ballyfin Parish Lotto

rder or Transfer directly to Parish Account

Jirect payment - Cash / Cheque

It contributing by cheque please make cheques payable

to "Ballyfin Parish”

Please indicate - Parish Fund

or Clergy Fund (for support of the priests of the Parish)

Cheques can be posted to - Parish Office, Parochial House, Ballyfin,

Portlanise, Co. Laois.

or deposited in the wall safe in the Church porch

Online Facility See Diocesan Website - www.kandle.ie




Ballyfin Parish

Times of Funeral Masses

Funeral Masses are celebrated in Ballyfin Parish at the following times
Weekdays (Monday to Saturday) 11.00 am
sundays 10.00 am
The Celebrant is the priest on duty in the Parish.
Funeral Masses are transmitted live on the Parish Webcam

And are recorded and available to playback or download

Mountrath Parish

Times of Funeral Masses

Funeral Masses are celebrated in Mountrath Parish at the following times
Weekdays (Monday to Saturday) 10.00 am
sundays .30 am
The Celebrant is the priest on duty in the Parish.
Funeral Masses are transmitted live on the Parish Webcam

And are recorded and available to playback or download




Would you like to become more involved
in Mountrath or Ballyfin Parish 7
As
» Minister of Holy Communion
Member of our hospitality team who looks
after our church building
* Reader, Proclaimer of The Word
Collector at Mass
» Member of our parish chaoir
Member of any of our Parish Organisations
= Server at Mass
We would welcome your involvement.
Please contact either Fr. P.J or myself

with an expression of interest.

Fr.P.J. 087 B0aa783  Fr. Joe 087 24115234







Rainbows Peer

Support Programme

Places available for September offering a 4 week
programme of weekly of | hour sessions of peer support to
children aged 7 years and older experiencing loss through

bereavement or parental separation.

Please contact the coordinator on 0871206139 or

email rainbows.carlowtownBgmail.com

This service is completely free of charge.

Based in Askea, Carlow.




Parishes Alive - Becoming aynodal.

Bishop Denis and the Diocesan Pastoral Council invite you

to the 3" Annual Parishes Alive Day on Sat. June 20th from 10am to 4pm

in Carlow College, St. Patrick's. The day will be facilitated
by Dr Oonagh O'Brien, CED of Mount St Anne's Retreat and Conference Centre
and Janet Forbes the Youth Director
in the Archdiocese of Armagh and a Member of the National Synodal Team.
Much of the day will be interactive and workshop based.
Lunch and refreshments provided.
There is no charge to attend or for the hospitality.
Because these are “roundtable” sessions,
numbers are limited so early booking is advised.
To book or for further information email

Pat Roche, Diocesan Director of Parish Development,

on parishdevelopment®kandle.ie  or phone (office hours) 083-830 ab&l.




[hank you

for your continued and generous

support of
Mountrath Farish Weekly Lotto

and Mountrath Farish Lollections

Your kind and generous support

/s always much appreciated




[hank you

for your continued and generous

support of

Hallyfin Farish Weekly Lotto
and Ballyfin Farish Lollections

Your kind and generous support

/s always much appreciated










Worldwide Marriage
Encounter

A Catholic movement, now formally recognised by the Holy
See — its otatutes were approved by the Vatican on || March
in the presence of Cardinal Kevin. Farrell. For over fifty
vears, Marriage Encounter Weekends have helped thousands
of couples across Ireland and the world to deepen their
relationship with each other and with God, through the gift

of communication, renewed commitment, and shared faith.

Weekend Details

Venue: Focolare Centre, Curryhills, Prosperous, Co. Kildare -
Dates: FriZnd - Sun 4th Oct. Arrival: Friday from 7:00 p.m.,

yrogramme concludes Sun. approx. 4:30 p.m.

Register at; www.marriageencounter.ie




A very sincere [hank You

to you and your family -
for your very generous support of
and continued commitment to
Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Funds
And

Mountrath and Ballytin Parish Lottos




Get Well Wishes

We keep and hold in our Thoughts and Prayers,

People, their tamilies and carers,

who are ill or unwell, at home,
in Hospital or Nursing Home

or undergoing any surgical or medical

procedures at this time.

We wish you a speedy recovery




Hingo
every Monday night
In ot. Fintan's Hall at gpm.

Lome along and bring a friend.!




Bingo in ot. Fintan's Hall

Every Monday night.

Blue and Ye

€all, bringing the Full F

Jlease support your local Bingo.

Lommencing Mon.

low Sheets wi

 Dec.,

be increased by

puse to €300,

All are very welcome.




If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account
to Parish funds

Here are our Bank Account details

Ballyfin Parish - (A.IB. Portlanise Branch)

Lyster dquare, Portlanise.

Name of Account - Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7300 203030  BIC. - AIBKIEZD
Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details

(Bank of Ireland) (Portlanise Branch)
Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account -
Account number - 7274 72300
IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2372 7472 50 - BIC. - BOFIIEZD

It contributing to Parish directly through our bank account please in-

clude your own name as the reference.







Ballytin Parish Lotto
/nd Sept.
Nos.Drawn 7 & Zb 78

Jackpot € 10,000

No Jackpat Winner
|0 Match d's Rec. € 00 each

Next Week's Jackpot € (0,000




Mountrath Parish Lotto

Thurs. drd dept.
Nos. Drawn 4 o 23 7o

No € 201,000 Jackpat Winner
17 Match 3's Rec. € 34 each

3 Local Winners

Winner Promoter

NB and Lol Liam Phelan

Catherine Doheny Margaret Doheny
Mary Theresa Burke Mary Theresa Burke

Next Week's Jackpot € 20,000




A Note of Thanks

to everyone involved in
Mountrath and Ballytin Parish Lottos
Urganising Committees, Promaters,

Shops and others who facilitate the sale

of Lotto Tickets
and most importantly,
you,
who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.
| extend a very sincere “thank you"

for your continued support and generousity.




Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos

Next Week's

Mountrath € 20,000
gallytin € |1 00l




News From Around

Ihe Diocese

























Mountrath Health and
Fitness Academy

Our early bird c
nlaces are fi

asses are starting soon and

ling u

3 spaces left for our

) fast, we have just

ham and 4 |eft for our

Tam, hit the link and book you're space

today..

starting early may , anyone who send on

emails

will receive email this week
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"‘:{ 5 S

6:00am - 6:50am - first class
7:00am - 7:50am - second class

€80 per month
- That’s 12 Classes for less than €7 per class!










At BloomHU, we are with our clients every
step of the way. From the initial enquiry to
settling into your new workspace, we are
committed to making the experience seamless,
supportive and stress-free! We are here to

support your journey from day one and beyond

.«-#BloomHU #clientexperience

flexibleworspace










MATHS GRINDS ’

> HIGHER LEVEL X
| LEAVING CERT
; MATHS GRINDS
nch
FOR5TH AND
+ 6TH YEAR STUDENTS
CONTACT: 1;
¢ Orlaith il
0892336930
BLOOM HQ -
)



BLOOMHGQ
BEST FOR BUSINESS *

OFFICE SPACE
RENTALS

Designed for modern
professionals, entrepreneurs, and
small businesses, our dynamic
workspace offers the perfect blend
of flexibility, community, and
productivity.

From hot desks to gym areas....

Q Flexible Workspace Options
Q High-Speed Internet

o Meeting and Conference Rooms

Contact Us

Q 089 2722885
www.bloomhg.ie
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R32DT9F,

Patrick St,
Mountrath,

Co.Laois

Bowls

@ Enjoy competitive
yet friendly games,
perfect for all skill
levels. Roll with us and
make new friends!

B _—
1S€

Move, stretch,

and stay

active! [



G
':\'l Talks on...

Help with using MiGov.ie

How to use phones better 0

Using local bus services

NEW ACTIVITIES

Exciting games and activities —laughter,
challenges, and good vibes guaranteed!

~ Dive into new worlds—our
book club is starting soon!

ART CLASSES

Embark on your creative journey
—art classes starting soon!




Child care facilities




BLOOMHQ

Everything worth knowing
— all in one place.....

www.bloomhg.ie

O\

BLOOM HQ

<.




: Calling all teachers &

) tutors! 4

Are you offering grinds and looking for a

4 base?

BloomhQ is the place for you...
With dedicated rooms, whiteboards,
free advertising and more!!




Piano Lessons now
' Available!

All levels.welcome — beginner to advanced!
= Highly qualified teacher & choral conductor
9 Over 30 years' experience in piano & music
education
v = Lessons for all ages - kids & adults
#* Director of children's choirs in
Ukraine & Ireland
® BloomHQ, Mountrath

for more details>>

- Free first meeting - come meet the teacher!

s Book now - Call Lana: 087 3347112




Looking for an office
space to rent in
Laois?

Sl U . 0 BT D
------
sl

CONTACT 089 2722885 or
manager@bloomhg.ie

Visit our website www.bloomhg.ie




Customize your space!

Begin your remote
~ work journey today

Contact US!

089 2722885

manager@ploomhq.ie
www.bloomhgq.ie




’ 1 Dive into your
g~ remote work
P4 'lwith every thing
“ you need on
hand

Hot desks at BloomHQ,

/~<\<\ Contact:

BLOOM HQ manager@bloomhaq.ie

For just €20 a day




BOWLS

Thursdays @ 8pm

Philomenas Hall

R32DT9F,
Patrick St.
Mountrath,
Co.Laois




BLOOMHQ MONTHLY

. Join our large,
loving gym
community! ¥
e Build strength and
friendships.
e Everyone’s included
—come as yoUreEet
e Don’t miss out, join
today!




BLOOMHQ MONTHLY

%







Roadcratt Motorcycle Training
Mick Smith is teaching the new

here in BloomHQ, the old Convent Mountrath.
For more details and to book see:

www.roaderaft.ie
www.facebook.com/roadcraft.ie
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Mountrath Men's Shed

Old School on
Patrick Street

Tuesdays 10am - 1pm
Thursdays 2pm - 4pm

Contact 0857053855

al I ;‘Ih' tO q}' vhase

;’iffﬂ e %

,, on tlmes
' o ":*ﬁf':ifz‘f.

ASSOCIATION
. menssheds.ie




Mqtm ra t Scouts

Looking for a way for

your kids to learn new
skills and spend time

. in the great outdoors
P~ PR N why not try scouts!

— = == dp =%

s A;
- h

— —

T— ————— NG

For all ages from beavers to
ventures and into leaders!

e e,
= Lo

Friday nights

In the brigidine convent (Bloom HQ) Patrick street mountrath
R32 DC58

7:00 till 8:30

€5 pp
or
€4 per sibling




Other
NEWS
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PLAYSCHOOL
REGISTRATIONS FOR

SEPTEMBER 2026

20 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
Vs _.“- IN QUALITY CHILDCARE
A

- ECCE&NCS
 SCHEMES AVAILABLE
h.) BB CONTACT COLETTE:
1@ (0874162377

MOUNTRATH, CO. LAOIS







Harish

Finances




Tax Back Scheme

(Ballytin Parish)

Unce again, | want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you
support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year.

We are deeply grateful.

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €2al via the Parish envelopes have
the potential to increase your contribution to Parish funds by 31%
through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.

“Thank you" to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much

appreciated.

In 2024, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances

by €12,000

It you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more

information, please contact me at your convenience. (/. Jog)




Tax Back Scheme  Mountrath Parish

Once again, | want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you supported the

Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are deeply grateful.

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €250 have the potential to increase your con-
tribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back Scheme. It is of
huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishioners donate and the name of

the donors. Hence this year we are sending out numbered boxes to all households in
the Parish.

We sent out CHY3 Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 2al ) for the
first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,738 for the years 202
and 2027 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you to everyone who has

joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.

In 2024, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented Mountrath Parish finances

by over € 17,000

It you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing the

details and returning it .
It you would like more information please contact me.

It you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — /hank Vou

It you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, | ask you to consider becoming
part of it - It is of huge benefit to the Parish




Copy of Financial Statements

(For Mountrath anc
availa

J

Jallyfin Parishes)

E 00

Notice Board at back of Church
and on Online Newsletter

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account s

for ¥ Jan. 2024 to 31* Dec. 2024)

Thank you for your continued and generous
support of

Jarish Weekly Lottos
Jallyfin Parish Collections.

Mountrath / Bal
and Mountrath /

vtin

Your kind and generous support is much appreciated




If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account
to Parish funds

Here are our Fank Account details

Ballyfin Parish - (A.LB. Portlaoise Branch)

Lyster Square, Portlanise.

Name of Account - Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council

IBAN - [E44 AIBK 3332 7300 203030
BIC. - AIBKIEZD

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details

(Bank of Ireland) (Portlanise Branch)
Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account -
Account number - 7274 72300
IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 a0 -
BIC. - BOFIIEZD

It contributing to Parish directly through our bank account please include

your own name as the reference.




Ballyfin Parish Accounts 2074

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Ballyfin Parish for *' Jan. 2024 to 31* Dec. 2024)

Income:

Basket Collection: € 12.971.70
Envelope Collection: € 36.274.99
Shrine income: € abd.24
Rental income: € 14,3200
Tax Refunds / Rebate: € 12,000.07
Church Bookings: € Zal
Lotto income: € 11,036.10
Other Income: € 1,389

Total Income € 91,811.10




Ballyfin Parish Accounts 2074

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Ballyfin Parish for *' Jan. 2024 to 31* Dec. 2024)
Expenditure:
Pastoral Programmes: € 1,895
Insurance: € 4,042.27
Security: € a73.1b
Light and Heat: € 13,266.21
Rates, Water, LPT: € 736.78
Repairs and Maintenance: € 11,.930.20
Diocesan Levy: € b,a7b.
Diocesan Retirement Fund: € 1,000
Missalettes/Printing: € 7.692.27
Altar, Shrine Requisites: € 4,|76.35
Telephone, Broadband: € 1,163 16
Computer servicing cost/hardware: € B30
Hire of Equipment: € 1,333
Music/choir expenses: € 200
Accountancy Fees: € 300.29
Bank Charges: € 828.l1
Donations/Collections: € 88(0
Total :Expenditure € a7,280.7a




Ballyfin Parish Accounts 2074

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Ballyfin Parish for *' Jan. 2024 to 31* Dec. 2024)

[hank you for your

continued and generous support

of Ballyfin Parish Weekly Lotto
and Ballyfin Parish Lollections
throughout the year.

Your kind and generous support is much appreciated




Mountrath Parish Accounts 2024

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Mountrath Parish for [ Jan. 2024 to 31 Dec. 2024)

Income:

Basket Collection: € 40,263
Envelope Collection: € 41,068
Shrine income: € 4,041
Rental income: € 34,425
Donations: € 6,615
Tax Refunds / Rebate: € 17.0(8.07
Church Bookings: € bda
Deposit interest: € [27.44
(tfice: € 374
Lotto Income; € 30,17
Uther Income: € 12,732.87
Total Income € [36,084.38




Mountrath Parish Accounts 2024

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Mountrath Parish for [ Jan. 2024 to 31 Dec. 2024)
Expenditure

Pastoral Programmes: € 1,412

Insurance: € 13.107.28
Security: € 484.04
Light and heat: € |3,823.17
Rates, Water, LPT : € 1,444 51
Repairs and Maintenance: € [03,631.3a
Diocesan Levy: € 11,00a.8(0
Dincesan Retirement Fund: € 1.000
Clergy Fund: € 2,342
Missalettes/Printing: € |3,034.21
Altar, Shrine Requisites: € 8,303.98

Telephone, Broadband: € 1,400
Computer servicing cost/hardware: € 2,88(0




Mountrath Parish Accounts 2074

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Mountrath Parish for I Jan. 2024 to 31* Dec. 2024)

Expenditure (Continued)
Hire of Equipment: € 2,303
Music/Chair Expenses: € aZa
Accountancy Fees: € 300.29
Bank Charges: € 969.37
Donations/Collections: € 1183
Uther loan Interest: € 0.37
Interest: €-26.2b
Total Expenditure € 132,280.83




Mountrath Parish Accounts 2074

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Mountrath Parish for [ Jan. 2024 to 31 Dec. 2024)

Mountrath Parish Accounts 2074

(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account

for Mountrath Parish for I Jan. 2024 to 3 Dec. 2024)

[hank you for your
continued and generous support
of Mountrath Farish Weekly Lotto
and Mountrath Farish Loflections

throughout the year.

Your kind and generous support is much appreciated




If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account
to Parish funds

Here are our Bank Account details

Ballyfin Parish - (A.LB. Portlaoise Branch)

Lyster Square, Portlanise.

Name of Account - Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council

IBAN - [E44 AIBK 3332 7300 203030
BIC. - AIBKIEZD

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details

(Bank of Ireland) (Portlanise Branch)
Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account -
Account number - 7274 7250
IBAN - IE93 BOFI 3018 2972 7472 a0 -
BIC. - BOFIEZD

It contributing to Parish directly through our bank account please include

your own name as the reference.




Tax Back Scheme  Mountrath Parish

Unce again, | want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you suppart-
ed the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are

deeply grateful.

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €230 have the potential to increase
your contribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back
Scheme. It is of huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishion-
ers donate and the name of the donors. Hence this year we are sending out

numbered boxes to all households in the Parish.

We sent out CHYS Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 2al )
for the first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for
the years 202 and 2072 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you

to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.

It you receive a CHYS Form later on in the Spring please consider completing
the details and returning it . If you would like more information

please contact me.

It you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — 74zt Vou

It you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, | ask you to consider becoming
part of it - It is of huge benefit to the Parish




Tax Back Scheme

(Ballytin Parish)

Unce again, | want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you
support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year.

We are deeply grateful.

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €2a0 via the Parish envelopes have
the potential to increase your contribution to Parish funds by 31%
through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.

“Thank you" to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much

appreciated.

In 20235, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances

by almost € 23,000

It you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience. (#r. Jog)

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard.




A very sincere [hank You

to you and your family -
for your very generous support of
and continued commitment to
Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Funds
And

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos




Mountrath Parish  Statement of Account 2023

Income
Basket Collection € 33,932.00
Envelope Collection € 33,578.00
Shrine Income €11,030.00
Rental Income €30.890.00
Fundraising €3,27a .00
Donations €71,400.00
Tax Refunds/Rebate € 3,121 .00
Church Bookings €a00.00

Lotto Income € 31.631.00
Office €1,899 .00
Deposit Interest € 36.00

Other Income € 2,984 .00

Total: € 275,286.00

Expenses

Pastoral Programmes € 721.00

Insurance € 38.06a.00
Security € a03.00
Light/Heat €73,349.00
Cleaning € 700.00

Rates/Water/Waste € 73.00
Maintenance/Repairs € 79,602.00
Diocesan Levy €11.006.00
Loan Interest €3.00
Bank Charges € 976.00
Diocesan Retire't Fund € 1,000 00
Printing/Missallettes € 9,233.00
Altar/Shrine €10,616.00
Telephone/Broadband € 600.00
Computer/servicing € a,0al.00
Accountancy Fees € a40.00
Youth/Community € 260.00
Hire of Equipment €1141.00

Music/Choir € 7200.00
Legal/Professional € 828.00
Donations €1,700.00
Total: €186.173.00

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous




Mountrath Parish  Statement of Account 2073

Income Expenses
Basket Collection € 30,932.00 Pastoral Programmes € 721.00
Envelope Collection € 33,578.00 Insurance € 38,065.00
Shrine [ncome €11,090.00 Security € a03.00
Rental Income € 30.890.00 Light/Heat €23,349.00
Fundraising €3,27a .00 Cleaning € 700.00
Donations €71,400.00 Rates/Water/Waste € 073.00
Tax Refunds/Rebate € 3.121.00 Maintenance/Repairs € 79,602.00
Church Bookings €4a00.00 Diocesan Levy €11.006.00
Lotto Income € 31,631.00 Loan Interest €3.00
Office €1.899 .00 Bank Charges € 976.00
Deposit Interest € 36.00 Diocesan Retire't Fund €1,000 00
Other Income €2.884 .00 Printing/Missallettes € 9,233.00
Altar/Shrine €10,616.00
Total: € 77b,086.00 Telephone/Broadband € GO0.00

Computer/servicing € 9,051.00
Accountancy Fees € 040.00
Youth/Community € 760.00
Hire of Equipment €1141.00

Music/Choir € 250.00
Legal/Professional € 828.00
Donations €1,700.00
Total: € 186.173.00

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous

support of Mountrath Parish




